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SUBJECT: VATICAN VIEWS ON PORTUGAL 

1. WHEN I CALLED ON ARCHBISHOP CASAROLI, THE VATICAN'S 
"FONMIN", TODAY, I ASKED HIM FOR HIS VIEW OF THE SITUATION IN 
PORTUGAL. HE SAID THAT THE NUNCIO IN LISBON DOES NOT HAVE 
EASY ACCESS TO THOSE WHO ARE IN POWER BUT, NEVERTHELESS, HE 
FELT THE FOLLOWING COULD BE SAID: 

2. THERE IS STILL HOPE THAT THE "FATAL SLIDE" WHICH WOULD 
MEAN THE "CZECHOSLOVAKIZATION" OF PORTUGAL CAN BE STOPPED. 
IT IS POSSIBLE THAT, TOMORROW OR THE NEXT DAY, THERE WILL 

BE A GOVERNMENT WHICH IS MORE TO THE LEFT THAN THE PRESENT 
ONE, BUT NOT SO FAR LEFT THAT THE COMMUNISTS CAN CONTROL IT. 
TO BLOCK THE DANGEROUS SLIDE UNTIL THE ELECTIONS OF APRIL 25 
WOULD, HE THOUGHT, BE A MOST POSITIVE ACCOMPLISHMENT. VOLPE 
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